Knightly News 8/22/2025

Dear Patapsco Families:

It was so wonderful to see our new students and families at Thursday’s orientation. The
orientation slideshow is available here if you would like to view it again or were unable to attend.
Thank you to our amazing PTA and Music Boosters for extending a warm welcome to our new
families.

This issue of the Knightly News highlights the first day of school. All of the information that is
included in our Knightly News will also be posted on our website. We hope this information is
helpful to your family.

Our staff has been working hard to prepare for the arrival of the students. We are ready and
cannot wait to see all of our Knights on Monday, August 25 for the first day of school!

Kelly Hearns, Principal
Shannon Motsco, Assistant Principal

Important Dates
August 25 — First Day of School for Students, 8:30am-3:15pm
All students will report to their Period 1 class
September 1 — Schools and Offices Closed
September 4 — Back to School Knight, 6:00pm
More information will be shared next week
September 17 — 3 Hour Early Dismissal (12:15pm dismissal time)
September 23 — Schools and Offices Closed

Student Schedules

Students and parents/guardians can log in to HCPSS Connect Synergy to view schedules
including courses, teachers, and room numbers. After logging in, select Class Schedule from
the left menu.

**Please note that we are actively monitoring the school schedule. Student schedule changes
could occur for class balancing due to shifting enrollment. All students will receive a fresh copy
of their schedule on Monday

Arrival


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nur9ikywHVkvGk4d0t0uOEeACragzq-r/view?usp=sharing
https://www.hcpss.org/connect/
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School starts at 8:30 and ends at 3:15am. The doors to the building open at 8:20am. Breakfast
is available for purchase starting at 8:20am. Students will use the entrance according to their
grade level. The entrances will be clearly identifiable. Please see the diagram.

At 8:30am students will report to their Period 1 class. This is a new procedure for this school
year. Knight Time will be held after Period 1. We will work with our returning students on
adjusting to this change in the schedule.

. 6th Grade

Entrance

7th Grade
Entrance

8th Grade
. Entrance

Car Line
Drop-off by car:

e Enter school property free of distractions and follow all instructions provided by school
staff directing traffic.

e As you enter the campus, wait along the driveway entrance; please do not park or block
any lanes of traffic that we need open for buses and emergency vehicles.

e When buses arrive, car traffic will be stopped to allow the buses to enter the bus loop.
Please pay close attention so that we can keep everyone safe.

e Follow to the right of the traffic arrows at the entrance to the parking lot and make a loop
into the car drop off area. The first car should pull all the way up to the curb at the corner
of the exit. Staff will be there directing you to this point.

e Students should exit their car quickly on the right with all of their belongings and follow
the arrival path to the school. Staff will be there to direct students.

e Cars should exit in a single line; do not pass any cars in the loop. We ask that everyone
is patient so that all students and staff are safe.

Pick-up by car:
e The same traffic pattern for drop-off will be used.
e Follow all directions by staff members so that we can keep everyone safe.



Knightly News 8/22/2025

e Please do not ask your child to cross the street or go to the grass to be picked up. For
the safety of all, students must be picked up from the designated pick up zone.

During drop-off and pick-up, only buses, staff, and county vehicles will be permitted to enter the
parking area. We ask for everyone’s patience and grace as we normalize our drop-off and
pick-up procedures. Please ask for assistance from a staff member if you have any questions.

Bus Transportation

Bus stop locations and times can be found on the HCPSS Bus Locator page on the HCPSS
website.. Also please check this information again to make sure you have accurate arrival time
and bus stop. Students who take the bus will need to make sure they are at their bus stop early
in case the bus arrives early but be prepared it could also be a few minutes late. We
recommend 15 minutes prior to the posted time.

Be patient with bus times for the first two weeks. The traffic patterns in the community may shift
again after Labor Day.

Lockers

Students will receive a print-out with their locker information and instructions on how to open the

locker on Monday, August 25. We also sent videos to all students through Canvas on how to
open their lockers.

Backpacks

Students will be allowed to carry their backpack with them throughout the day. Students may not
bring their backpacks and chromebooks to lunch; they should place their backpacks in their
lockers before lunch and retrieve them after lunch.

Supplies

All students should come with their HCPSS assigned, fully-charged Chromebook*, pencils and
pens, a binder with paper. Students can bring in more supplies as the week progresses.
Students will be able to use their lockers and backpacks. We will help all students with their
lockers throughout the entire week.

*6th grade students and students new to the Howard County Public School System will not
receive their Chromebooks during the first week of school. We will notify families through
School Messenger when the new Chromebooks are distributed.

Please use the link below to access the student supply lists for each grade level. Whenever
possible, families are encouraged to reuse or recycle school supplies from the previous year to
save on costs and reduce waste.

Student Supply List

Meals

Lunch and breakfast are available for all students to purchase. Information about menus, prices,
online payment and Free and Reduced Meals (FARMS) can be found on the HCPSS Food &
Nutrition website. Please note that LINQ Connect is now used for meal payments. You can find
more information here.

Cell Phones


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fwo36sWPUnyKDXm2lhaQ8gw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjClF6P0QtaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL3NjaG9vbHMvdHJhbnNwb3J0YXRpb24vVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphJvodKWFlNdAvUhZtaWNoYWVsX2JhYmVAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7Cmichael_babe%40hcpss.org%7C297d61d688154988709008d9697e7901%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637656814204648421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1sXdhrGjHx%2BLl0653u5iAtBEnQK8ipVFaJ9bQceUn6M%3D&reserved=0
https://pms.hcpss.org/school-supply-list/2025-2026/en-us
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fo2F9TZVBDuXsTKsb5mq9Hw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRk3R4qP0QkaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL2Zvb2Qtc2VydmljZXMvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpi6qrq-2J7WcLQUhdzYW5kcmFfbmVkemVsQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7Csandra_nedzel%40hcpss.org%7Cd6062335b5944ffc637908da7fba66d9%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637962735838940663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SKUb%2FY1u7NGlFNYD3gynVoz1utwWnyt4H%2B1S1bkZAGw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fo2F9TZVBDuXsTKsb5mq9Hw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRk3R4qP0QkaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL2Zvb2Qtc2VydmljZXMvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpi6qrq-2J7WcLQUhdzYW5kcmFfbmVkemVsQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7Csandra_nedzel%40hcpss.org%7Cd6062335b5944ffc637908da7fba66d9%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637962735838940663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SKUb%2FY1u7NGlFNYD3gynVoz1utwWnyt4H%2B1S1bkZAGw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/#linq
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Cell phones should not be seen or heard during the school day. Reminders about the HCPSS
Policy 8080-Student Personal Device Use in Schools will be shared with students on the first
day of school.

Back to School KNight (9/4/24)

More information will be provided next week. Our Back to School Knight is 6:00-8:00 PM. We
look forward to seeing all of our families!

From the Health Room

Medications
The Health Room will be open to accept student medications starting Tuesday, August 19TH,
during school day hours. Please remember that all medications require a signed doctor’s order
and should be dated after July 1st. Prescribed medications need to be in a pharmacy-labeled
container. Medication order forms & procedures may be found here.

HCPSS requires a new medication order form each school year, dated on or after July 1st, for
all medications, including both prescription and over-the-counter medications (over-the-counter
medications must be received by the health room in new, unopened containers and be clearly
labeled with the student’s name). Please use this physician-medication-form and this EpiPen
form.

For additional assistance, contact our school nurse Lauren Grabau

Immunization

Students entering 7th grade are required to have one MCV4 (meningitis) and one Tdap vaccine
prior to the first day of 7th grade. Some students may have already received these
immunizations, but the Health Room may not have the updated record. Please contact your
child’s health care provider and send or fax an updated copy of your child’s immunizations to the
Health Room. If your student has not received these vaccines, parents should contact their
health care provider to make an appointment for your student to obtain the required vaccines.
The fax number for the Health Room is 410-313-1741 or you may send an email to
lauren_grabau@hcpss.org .

Safety Protocols for Visitors
Please be aware of the following procedures for any visitor to a school/office:

The front door is the only entrance point for all visitors.

Please ring the bell and look into the camera.

Be prepared to state your name and purpose for visiting.

All visitors must walk directly into the front office with a valid photo I.D. and sign in using

our LobbyGuard system.

e A visitor’s sticker will be given to visitors following the above procedures and must be
worn and prominently visible.

e Any visitor in the school without a visitor sticker will be escorted directly to the front office

by a staff member.


https://www.hcpss.org/health/medications/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fg7sa5zg3aOv0PtxdP-XQtw~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FgRq4Xckp5D7YP0yRMVRCl_zGNb8JLgFIJo4bbAysHIAarssmojb9HKf2iheQtw4POepHuLzruL2ck9sKrWKipLcTe_hi8N245roWbV5s5x_IJ_gqGm5AEqpdpTyRU5HWpLBKNEI3dn-xJc6PqNNf019-kgHhYZQQyZl4y6y38HM~&data=05%7C02%7CKerrie_Bjerkaas%40hcpss.org%7C461e46b5044248ca9bbc08ddde70b434%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638911297827166636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4mZFM4h5B59gu8Tb5B4TZvmXG6IiTVgdvIYM8GuclPc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FTKhjxtSP-j22-wetPkiPRA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FX3YYnta3HB1DbDFvgSKNdoHtsUHZzTqkGYDYFD8J2j94JF8_qUTsv6j97mMbIJs0ygsp4MQcPT0R_wmeKvQ33-3xmubeKzI5Fwbsv2fkD32hVruvVsiLp-q3NEj51Gp7Q90pEUdNlCjyYLgbYgprOePrB8jxhLufRJLzCf6zRTI~&data=05%7C02%7CKerrie_Bjerkaas%40hcpss.org%7C461e46b5044248ca9bbc08ddde70b434%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638911297827192405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tE9PiGebjB7i4NeK8g2UbmlpufzyVF9AFIE%2BnQAN3DQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FTKhjxtSP-j22-wetPkiPRA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FX3YYnta3HB1DbDFvgSKNdoHtsUHZzTqkGYDYFD8J2j94JF8_qUTsv6j97mMbIJs0ygsp4MQcPT0R_wmeKvQ33-3xmubeKzI5Fwbsv2fkD32hVruvVsiLp-q3NEj51Gp7Q90pEUdNlCjyYLgbYgprOePrB8jxhLufRJLzCf6zRTI~&data=05%7C02%7CKerrie_Bjerkaas%40hcpss.org%7C461e46b5044248ca9bbc08ddde70b434%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638911297827192405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tE9PiGebjB7i4NeK8g2UbmlpufzyVF9AFIE%2BnQAN3DQ%3D&reserved=0
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The Secondary Student & Parent Handbook that includes the HCPSS Student Code of
Conduct

Forgotten Items

We are happy to accept lunches, instruments, homework, school projects, keys, or other items
as long as they are brought to school before 10:30. All items can be put on the table in the foyer
and labeled with student’s name and grade. Lunches that are brought in late are taken to the
cafeteria and a general announcement is made.

We cannot accept items for delivery to students after this time period, with the exception of
emergency situations, as we are committed to minimizing classroom interruptions throughout
the school day. We know homework, projects and instruments are important to our students, so
we ask for your help in assisting students prepare for the day the night before, or the morning
of, to ensure they have everything they need.

Student Absences
If your student has to be absent from school, please submit a note to pmsabsence@hcpss.org
or send a note in with your child to submit to the Attendance Secretary in the front office.

If your child has been lawfully absent from school and a note has been submitted, they will have
the opportunity to make up missed work.

When emailing a note, you will receive an automated message to verify that your email was
received.

If you have any questions about your child's attendance, please email pmsabsence@hcpss.org.

If you would like to submit a Discretionary Absence Form FILLABLE.pdf form, please fill it out
and email it to pmsabsence@hcpss.org.

Please review the HCPSS Attendance Policy for further information.

Late Arrivals

Students will report to the Attendance Kiosk to sign in and receive a pass when arriving late to
school. Parents may send students in with a note. Students who arrive late due to lawful
reasons (i.e. doctor’s appointment, etc.) will be considered Tardy Excused.

Early Dismissals

Parents/ Guardians will sign students out from the front office for early dismissals.
Parents/Guardians are to show their photo ID upon arrival to confirm their eligibility to pick up
the student in the family file.

If you know that your student will have an early dismissal ahead of time, you may send in a note
with your child or call the front office to let them know when you will be picking them up and who
will be picking them up.

Career Cafe
Patapsco is excited to host a monthly Career Cafe this year during grade level lunch shifts for
our 7th-8th graders to expose students to a variety of careers.


https://www.hcpss.org/about-us/handbook/
https://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/student-handbook/student-code-of-conduct.pdf
https://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/student-handbook/student-code-of-conduct.pdf
mailto:pmsabsence@hcpss.org
mailto:pmsabsence@hcpss.org
https://pms.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/library/Discretionary%20Absence%20Form%20FILLABLE.pdf
mailto:pmsabsence@hcpss.org
https://policy.hcpss.org/9000/9010/
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Once a month, an adult from our community is invited to speak with interested students about
the responsibilities, rewards/challenges, required skills, and pathway(s) to their job.

Sign-up here to be part of our directory of parents, guardians, family friends, and/or community
members that would be willing to volunteer time once this school year to speak with a group of
students while they eat lunch and engage. The speaker would need to be available from
12:00pm - 1:30pm to meet with students.

Feel free to reach out to Patapsco's Career Readiness Advisor with any questions:
Brett_Moore@hcpss.org

Thank you for your consideration!

PREVIOUSLY SHARED

Update Family File

Please assist us by completing your Family File ASAP at hcpss.org/connect. Parents/guardians
must verify and/or update emergency information for each child every school year. This is
completed online in Family File, which has several new updates. Full details on updating your
Family File are available online.

One exciting new feature is that families now can submit a change of address via Family File,
rather than completing a separate form and sending to their school. Full directions and
information for families on this new process can be found online.

2025-2026 HCPSS School Calendar

For your planning needs, please see the link below to access the HCPSS School Calendar
which details dates/holidays for this coming school year, including Winter break, Spring break,
and professional learning days.

2025-2026 HCPSS School Calendar

Rescheduled: Family Academy Kick-off

Saturday, Sept. 27, 9 a.m.-noon, Oakland Mills High School, 9410 Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia
The district wide event is open to all HCPSS families and will feature an informative session with
HCPSS Superintendent Bill Barnes; resource tables hosted by HCPSS offices and local
organizations; and information on programs, resources and services available throughout the
school year. Childcare and language access will be provided.



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeE6suzBsZ0yR3NiAoidDreBuvsd1s_YbCisWweF0AGErgo1A%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dheader&data=05%7C02%7CKerrie_Bjerkaas%40hcpss.org%7C6ee35b7b9a37441f8eee08dde0d6e33d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638913935719912072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=is4%2Bag7oiwLS1w8gseOyCYsjMze621D%2FPxdK6zulaQo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hcpss.org/connect/
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2025/08/family-file-sy26/
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2025/08/family-file-sy26/
https://www.hcpss.org/enroll/student-residency/#address
https://www.hcpss.org/enroll/student-residency/#address
https://www.hcpss.org/calendar/#print
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F1aUSQL8qfbo8cAzu7t_O0g~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FyJ2HHObrdZS_v-kBJDtCWsZVfQNyeBJ6pToLX-lrknu4g6OwttWywkhXqER9LMTZR_elU-pJ42Tf7KuYjIJkJ2ncBuBCELwoqmCjhzxYC_Yd9HqQYzaLm_aAMhZViplQPKHcdbkmX6ROdFxbxSrMOhhicf-sjasQGdHavcf41YII9-BvUA61UYP35k77vus_uQbZ-UqmtUZhEU8wfTLLKunlgF9k8j_MjQNl6jZ7v70IDn-KSLfKFHiWSnB1JSKz&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly_hearns%40hcpss.org%7C169a06c401694354fbee08ddd5137d7f%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638901001900749242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MUd%2BtnEQMr1fH3RoB92SeYwkQDKdt0u%2FVyPEIqk1uCM%3D&reserved=0
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