Knightly News 11/2/2026

Important Dates

November 3 - Election Day - Schools and Offices Closed

November 4 - Fidos for Freedom

November 16 - Picture Retakes/Make-ups

November 6 - Quarter 1 Report Cards Issued

November 6 - November 19 - Scheduling Window for Parent-Teacher
Conferences

November 23 - Schools Close 3 Hours Early; Turkey Trot; In-Person
Parent-Teacher Conferences

November 24 - Schools Close 3 Hours Early; Turkey Trot Raindate; Virtual
Parent-Teacher Conferences

November 25 - Schools Closed for Students; Virtual Parent-Teacher
Conferences

November 26-27 - Schools and Offices Closed

Quarter 1 Report Cards

Quarter 1 report cards will be available online on November 6, 2025. Instructions on
how to access your child's report card can be found here.

Scheduling Parent Teacher Conferences

Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 23-25, 2026. Conferences
will be held in-person on Monday, November 23 and virtually on Tuesday, November
24 and Wednesday, November 25. Beginning Friday, November 6 at 8:00am, through
Thursday, November 19 at 4:00pm, parents/guardians can log into HCPSS Connect to
view and select available time slots to meet with teachers.

The purpose of this conference window is to allow parents/guardians the opportunity to
discuss with staff their student's progress. Synergy Conference Management allows
users to schedule time with individual teachers. Each conference slot is 15 minutes and
will be conducted in-person on Monday, November 23 and virtually via Google Meet
on Tuesday, November 24 and Wednesday, November 25. If you have a pressing
concern, you are strongly encouraged to contact the teacher to discuss it outside of the
conference window. Parent-teacher conferences will not normally be scheduled during


https://help.hcpss.org/how-can-i-access-my-childs-report-cards-online
https://www.hcpss.org/connect/
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the week immediately before or after the designated conference window unless
extenuating circumstances exist. Attendance at any such conferences outside the
conference window and within the week before and week after the conference window
will be at the option of the teacher.

To permit access to our staff by all parents with interest, we ask that parents schedule
conferences only for those classes for which there are concerns. Unlike your experience
in elementary school, middle school educators do not have a slot for each and every
student. So, please be strategic about who you’d like to see and mindful of the need for
your neighbors to have the same access.

For step by step directions, please refer to the parent directions. Should you have any
questions or require assistance scheduling your appointments during the scheduling
window, please use this Google Form. For questions about availability or course specific
questions, please contact the teacher directly.

Patapsco Roleplaying Guild

Calling all Patapsco Knights—your next adventure awaits! Join the Patapsco
Roleplaying Guild to meet friends, create characters, and embark on quests limited only
by your imagination. Explore Dungeons & Dragons, Dagger Heart, Cyberpunk, Star
Wars, and a hundred other games. Whether you're a first-time adventurer or a
seasoned hero, there’s a place for you at our round table! Interested? Visit Room D-2
this upcoming Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday from 8:15-8:30 a.m. Guild meetings will
be held Tuesdays from 3:30-5:30 p.m starting November 10th until May 4th, 2027.
Game Masters are needed, and incentives will be given—step forward and lead your
fellow Knights into adventure!

Recess Equipment Needed

Recess is an opportunity for students to play active games with friends! Please consider
donating any items below to the school to ensure there is enough equipment to get
through this school year.

The blacktop is adjacent to the woods, with LOTS of thorn bushes/overgrowth, so a lot
of equipment gets “lost.” Links are provided below to purchase via Amazon or if your
family has any of the items below, in decent condition, please consider donating them to
Patapsco. All items can be dropped off in the front office. Thank you!


https://www.hcpss.org/connect/guides/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScu4VnE7Tzqklr5H4QhE0a5u5J2bY3afF2usgDWCVw3qw2x6Q/viewform?usp=header
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Junior Footballs- 6 junior or intermediate size
Volleyballs- 3 any color

Volleyballs- 1 set of 6

Soccer Balls- 3 any color

Soccer Balls- 5 any color

Basketballs- 1 set of 6

Basketballs- 6 any color

Playground Balls- 1 set of 6

Heavy Duty Recess Bag- 1

PTA Spiritwear Sale

Hi Patapsco Middle Families! Great News! Our Spiritwear Sale has been
extended through Friday, November 6"!

The chilly weather is here, so now’s the perfect time to grab some cozy Patapsco
hoodies and show off your school spirit!

Don’t miss out on this extra chance to order! All orders can be placed online at
https://patapsco26.itemorder.com/

School Pictures are Ready!

Proofs and prepaid pictures were distributed to students on October 29. To order
additional pictures, log in to your account on mylifetouch.com or create an account
using your student’s student ID number. Make-ups for students who were absent, as
well as retakes, will be done on Monday, November 16.

PTA News

Oh what a Night!

Fun Night was a huge success! Thank you to all our volunteers and school staff
(especially our wonderful custodial staff) for making it a memorable and fun-filled night.
Winter Fun Night is already in the planning stage!

Run, don't "waddle", to the Turkey Trot!

The annual Turkey Trot is November 23! Please sign up to support our runners by being
a course monitor. It's a great way to spend a fall morning and you might even get a
selfie with Ned the Knight!


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000ATGTC?lv=shuf&crid=32XQHUOIYU4F4&keywords=junior%2Bfootballs&sprefix=junior%2Bfootballs%2Caps%2C97&th=1&dib_tag=se&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3AQwiAHpWzhK3ltsz9o890dlwzPw4LIwgDA84DOO6a2IllsIsfSGGJaXHoTwL-qVzn61aE1VivPh8tCHSMYKbsG1_HR1EO8EPSvLHYHlSDMsVQT5YAUyIekh1YJPnAsSolURB_C7x0yuYB0ulgkBYAAo4ALCCJf7GpKItxeguxAZ8ec2fRX-I2qshRaoGiuFGSr1FSYdyFBMRoqMHoW6boHyrKtY7NO0YPKzEUnf8EwKLlgwfSwCZ7MxQrbr56CuNh5JONS1skGDIo49PT5zlsSz_Sq5RvgYtqzSrtIT2p4.jzpKBGKIiMmLnp6jFtbxS5zGkkhaL4kLUmTdMnWBy1Q&qid=1756212363&sr=8-3-spons&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_3_sspa&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DJFX9V9D?lv=shuf&crid=20FA8TD5OT0RV&keywords=volleyballs%2Bsoft%2Btouch&sprefix=volleyballs%2Bsoft%2Btouch%2Caps%2C220&th=1&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vjvLsvcvg76kjcjUnQocKxFy6Gqcj0IlK4NB_n9ZfzP-VJXj0b3ZTja7-oTW-1bv_HX55EnkmYwMhyCtNe-PPzUpLBw58Cy8QHi_i993tpad_8qu8Lqr1tWcV-upwvPmMW0v2eLEm_MA7BN3DkwL2FhZhMdzUqDSNsMIwE5koCfACRUVtU1L3dRtY1unQhJk25Sz0aAzweQ5T8wTx5Q5qOv8qDrl5HiU5NEV8AFO6fCx63Nx0H1VmH18V2uUBA_9Fu361wAaRU-S24c8IVTai5gFMETEZtjwEdEqlbXzo28.wvNPEs8EN1yi-pEfKoO14629-LqSkPXG-QYlEYgsM94&qid=1792438993&sr=8-45&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_45&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C3TRBS4P?lv=shuf&crid=15MUU1TVLPS4M&keywords=volleyball&sprefix=volleyball%2Caps%2C222&th=1&dib_tag=se&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UfA3xOTHWiXO76qHax6K4krY4rOc5L5jmN8EvIOrQjj0Y7AZ76zMGHbgymymE3-fBx4SNvNrtzo7zvVtbTZQSht-u72hA3YpZ72D9k5K_TlJoq2TMjCigBv8ZVH5UYELuCt_1hkVCkQp_nvZt1uQqveNkbRAESPKmsU_oAjC4mF6-QM67fyTXLT5SBprT5oIdjy_rpH5bGaVJlN4NvKE3uGhiiVqL-HAVO0US3Sri6sQrnY073i5t3oS3cwe9rdS7rUVRuZ68AAsk-6kiYay_ce8asZ_nYnau6FjAFKujW8.mi8ICiVfed2SsoA7VRDYD-jqmOGLxKypiWca9lusD4M&qid=1792438890&sr=8-3-spons&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_3_sspa&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001K9GN60?lv=shuf&s=sporting-goods&crid=7EAY6QABVG9&keywords=soccer%2Bballs%2Bsize%2B5&sprefix=soccer%2Bballs%2Csporting%2C103&th=1&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-GETO_ctRNPxrphL07lcEPPmdt_Xs5VBSI75Bepc3vcJ3j-aq_m5FCIsLxxtGiPUvCcDSIa2Q64_OfD11Jqdwqo56EpBf0tiHUiKrhbQudyc3ChzVrmAR-OcEDTwyBTWgf8aZKpu0NXlXAV3H8nr1HRaHms3Kj4ygjF-9DrgQqwW4C37egvW2eKxtG_BB1Hr1LyN6yv392XGc5pk0m-7m26wVSQ9tfc8TntYDyuUbkfFnEY6Q7xFwQYv8w1_XV2aPqqV18KOzXmsemShAzK3vi_6Eu7wUkAY6BJjynGv_pI.ukKJJfFi8_W9IXCgYe-Gtvdk7BMZq_doOHTD6otOveM&qid=1756213707&sr=1-5&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_5&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0017U9MH4?lv=shuf&s=sporting-goods&crid=FO6FM545ISKV&keywords=soccer%2Bballs%2Bsize%2B5&sprefix=soccer%2Bballs%2B%2Csporting%2C91&th=1&dib_tag=se&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGZfbmV4dA&xpid=hg_CddU3H8WR-&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aWt4RodZGQVUzmG00ji16La3rRV6G9L0vIOBpSH4UGiWKUN7ifhTF4rCmOYxK6p8d_eakYWaKFomnLKjIv4VaR6oTchFYR7hlBLFfOV5yLU.g5vJZ9OKgqPOrgvoUAyZFQSb3PPgTR64TeT4mHeW2qc&qid=1756214017&sr=1-97-spons&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_97_sspa&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0006MOQLG?lv=shuf&s=sporting-goods&crid=V7E4PQTDUT2H&keywords=Basketballs&sprefix=basketballs%2Csporting%2C103&th=1&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SGVHwscs9FNDVA-KNCwmQYu1IX4ceruwf3jJ-rN74Uvf1eWtpCCd7ALNe2CjQGETg5KEUF3NB6RlhKtFyoyQSLWx5H56DnhAhRnzk769ZUA6b0gApzReQ-eck6SAvm2G1FCo19ILERptDCZwlf-vnmFwOs_wQsah86zG4_SJhJ2NlO3sNK8QFshvWvBlPW0Evy2yLQMOSJnivAQ_K2hwPLuP3SXBhJTkTF9s2SaGf6SGsdiqeGuCz1CKGG7dqcm_TKlXjp8oDpTUXQihhvDBhBSZe4RJxHOrkY6fa3oB2o0.s7mKbyWADTF4WaGiQ0KMdcmV26sv4mrb8ME8gw2wHMw&qid=1756214093&sr=1-24&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_24&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0002BXDCY?lv=shuf&th=1&pd_rd_wg=UqscB&pd_rd_i=B0002BXDCY&pd_rd_w=bVb6L&content-id=amzn1.sym.f5690a4d-f2bb-45d9-9d1b-736fee412437&pd_rd_r=bf51ca98-1c95-4729-9671-4b6bd0046638&channelId=500&ref_=rvi_d_sccl_3&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000KIBRVI?lv=shuf&s=sporting-goods&crid=D3AOJB31P20I&keywords=playground%2Bballs&sprefix=playground%2Bballs%2Csporting%2C88&th=1&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VXZvHhYIfqFp5QKpgjeceWzi2IEkitj0b5fomk_jYAP1RUdrAlX9ydnAN9KJ46f_U2l72lhU4zOqoKqTHONokUqLrK9pcgMNcPkuy79BJopHWWvCzbnJnn7D-s7_uByExFDr91Y43FjWq7FSESWqULxmkzVtiTwB6apC28q470WtjZEpExIdTIT-uqKPAeYDSfWFHs-0Kl0qMi1jzepIjEzHcl6unxDWQ0zUL4LnzNsyntg_ddb1TdzmZ-9Ju1FyL7hhDqpu4To7rsjsW2upNBfOz9Dy0NU0GuSjd8rX6pk.3OyLjrqg0Xl83gvffLDcqxHKlu6d0F6YGhuvM9bb1_E&qid=1756228968&sr=1-4&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_4&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B078J3SDSC?lv=shuf&s=sporting-goods&crid=PREZY40320MA&keywords=heavy%2Bduty%2Brecess%2Bbag&sprefix=heavy%2Bduty%2Brecess%2Bbag%2Csporting%2C100&th=1&dib_tag=se&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qKwikcaXaUqldPQmmacp8jSOLy9-dyHhFJ15Z0UFvBAbBXEh2RYdbXXc9W4_g9qriVg32YhAjqatPVlM8_moIe1l9_y6RtM1SakTdkUaeh7D0MT9hoKkq7UDG8LLH8cj8Eo6BaE70aDRMljxHiKq8T7ZsQaDaeNHoS4KY2SV-dqdWEGeya0ba_HHljg-U_00NIRZFlHWwiq_R8tKwXFIQdFfoi0phCyGM82vZ5um05cOx_lz6vaqkGYvJKzP6nM7y_psIK-vmydSi-O4pPJnzQ.ubVELMTAbTgjDc4OjJAvd08dYoD_A2ZdoS8ODVcRUDM&qid=1756229099&sr=1-15-spons&channelId=500&ref_=sr_1_15_sspa&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://patapsco26.itemorder.com/
http://mylifetouch.com
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Sign up here -
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45ABAF29A46-60046786-turkey

8th Grade Activities Commitee Still Needed!

The PTA is still in need of a coordinator and committee for 8th grade activities. This
includes coordinating the special Tshirt and planning the end-of-the year dance. Please
reach out to patapscopta@gmail.com if interested!

"Tis the Season!

Cold and flu season is fast approaching, and fall allergies are here. How can you help?
-Donate tissues! Please consider dropping off a box of tissues in the front office.
-Practice healthy habits - get plenty of sleep, be physically active, drink plenty of fluids,
wash your hands often, and eat nutritious foods.

-If you have cold and flu symptoms, stay at home and rest!

Previously Shared
MAP Test Results

Resuts for Fall ELA and Math MAP testing are now available. Instructions for accessing
MAP test results can be found here.

Career and Technical Education Center (CTEC) Career
Academy Open Houses — Nov. 11 and Dec. 8, 2026

Current students in grades 8—11 and their parents or guardians are invited to attend an
in-person open house on Wednesday, Nov. 11, and Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2026 from
6:00-7:30 p.m. at the Career and Technical Education Center (CTEC), located at 10920
Clarksville Pike, Ellicott City.
On both Nov. 11 and Dec. 8, guests will have the opportunity to walk about and explore
CTEC’s career academies and learn how Career and Technical Education provides high
school students with opportunities to earn college credit, scholarships, and
industry-recognized credentials. Students can also participate in worksite and
mentorship experiences while developing creativity, problem-solving skills, and
career-ready skills through hands-on, project-based learning.
Complete_information about all career academies is available online. Students and
parents are encouraged to review the CTEC Career Academies Overview.
Participating academies include:

e Aerospace Engineering: Project Lead the Way



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45ABAF29A46-60046786-turkey
mailto:patapscopta@gmail.com
https://help.hcpss.org/how-can-i-access-my-childs-map-test-results
https://www.hcpss.org/academies/
https://ctec.hcpss.org/
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Animal and Agricultural Science
Animation and Game Design
Apprenticeship Maryland (for current 11th graders)
Architectural Design
Automotive Technology
Biotechnology
Civil Engineering: Project Lead the Way
Construction and Carpentry
Cybersecurity
Network Security Engineering
Finance
Graphic Design and Print Production
Health Professions
e Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning
Parking at Career and Technical Education Center (CTEC) is limited. Additional parking
can be found on premises in the Homewood School and Board of Education parking
lots.

PTA Reflections Program

Hello Families

The PTA is excited to conduct the National PTA Reflections Program again for the
2026-2027 school year. Reflections is a nationwide arts recognition and achievement
program sponsored by the PTA. There is an annual theme/topic and students have the
opportunity to submit their completed works of art in one or all of these arts categories:
Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, Music Composition, Photography,
and Visual Arts

This year's topic is: "What my Culture means to me"
Entry forms and guidelines are available on our website at: Refelctions Website

Completed Entry Forms and projects can be emailed to
reflectionspatapsco@gmail.com by November 5th 2026

Carson Scholarship

The Carson Scholars Fund awards $1,000 college scholarships to students in grades
4-11 who excel academically and are dedicated to serving their communities. An
interested student must be nominated by the principal at his/her/their school to be able
to compete for a Carson Scholarship. Only one student from each school is able to
apply, ensuring that each nominee epitomizes academic excellence. Carson Scholars


https://sites.google.com/view/reflections-2026-2027/home?authuser=1&pli=1
mailto:reflectionspatapsco@gmail.com
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must have a GPA of 3.75 and display humanitarian qualities through community service.
Scholarships are awarded solely on the basis of academic achievement and
humanitarian qualities, without regard to financial need, ethnicity, creed or religion. More
information can be found on: Carson Scholarship Website

If you are interested in being considered for nomination, please complete the Carson
Scholarship Form and send it to Mrs. Shurtleff at erin_shurtleff@hcpss.org.

All nomination forms will be due to Mrs. Shurtleff no later than Wednesday, December 3,
2026.

Update Your Family File

Thank you to the families of the 625 students who have already completed your
Family File. Leading all grades is 7th grade with 93.9% of their Family Files completed!
6th grade has completed 92.4%, while 8th grade is trailing, with only 85.6% of their
Family Files completed. If you have not already done so, please assist us by completing
your Family File ASAP at hcpss.org/connect. Parents/guardians can access and
complete Family File by logging in to HCPSS Connect, selecting the Online
Registration/Family File at the top right of the page and then selecting Family File
Verification.

Clothing to Cash

Is it time to clean out your closets? If you have clothing or shoes that you would like to
donate, please consider leaving them in our “Clothing to Cash” textile recycling bin.

How Clothing to Cash Works
e What they accept: Clothes in any condition (even torn or stained), shoes,
backpacks, sheets, towels, and stuffed animals.
e How to donate: Bag your items tightly and drop them into the designated white
collection bin located at the south end of our parking loop.
e The payout: Patapsco earns cash based on the total weight of the recycled
textiles.

From the Health Room

Dear Parents and Guardians,

This is a friendly reminder from the Health Room regarding the Howard County Public
School System’s iliness policy. As we enter flu season, it is especially important to help
keep our school community healthy and safe.

Please be mindful of the following guidelines when deciding whether your child should
attend school:


https://carsonscholars.org/programs/scholarship-program/#newscholars
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcQQ_ROpE4UEDcQoAN9DHOSBg8oy5Aki/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcQQ_ROpE4UEDcQoAN9DHOSBg8oy5Aki/edit
mailto:erin_shurtleff@hcpss.org
https://www.hcpss.org/connect/
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2026/08/update-your-family-file-emergency-information-for-the-2026-2027-school-year/
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2026/08/update-your-family-file-emergency-information-for-the-2026-2027-school-year/
https://www.hcpss.org/health/communicable-diseases/
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- Children must be fever-free for 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medication)
before returning to school.

- Vomiting or diarrhea: Students should remain home until symptom-free for 24 hours.

- Contagious illnesses such as strep throat, conjunctivitis (pink eye), or influenza often
require staying home for at least 24 hours after starting treatment or as directed by your
healthcare provider.

- If your child is experiencing persistent cough, significant fatigue, chills, body aches or
symptoms that interfere with learning, please consider keeping them home to rest.

With flu and other seasonal illnesses circulating, we appreciate your help in preventing
the spread of germs within our classrooms. Keeping children home when they are sick
protects not only your child but also classmates, staff, and our wider school community.
Thank you for your attention to these guidelines and for helping us maintain a healthy
school environment.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Health Room.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Ailstock, BSN, RN

HCPSS cluster nurse

Patapsco Middle School

Medication Information

If your child needs medication at school this year, please visit the link below for all
required forms, including EpiPen, diabetes, and general medication orders. Learn more
information here.

Cell Phones

All phones and personal communication devices must be silenced and in backpacks or
lockers from the beginning bell until the dismissal bell. Violation of this policy will lead to
confiscation of the device. First-time offenders may pick their device up in the office at
the end of the day. Further violations will require a parent or guardian to collect the
device.

Free and Reduced Meals (FARMSs)

Many HCPSS families are eligible to participate in the Free and Reduced Price Meals
(FARMSs) program, which provides children with a wide range of benefits including free
or discounted college tuition, testing and application fees, academic and athletic
program fees and many others in addition to free or discounted meals.

Families are urged to check their eligibility and complete a FARMSs application as soon
as possible. Families must submit a new application every school year.



https://www.hcpss.org/health/medications/#:~:text=The%20first%20dose%20of%20any,bring%20their%20own%20medications%20in.
https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/#farms
https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/#farms
https://linqconnect.com/public/meal-application/new?identifier=GA4UME
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Details on the Free and Reduced Meals program, including a link to apply, are available
online.

2026-2027 HCPSS School Calendar

For your planning needs, please see the link below to access the HCPSS School
Calendar which details dates/holidays for this coming school year, including Winter
break, Spring break, and professional learning days.

2026-2027 HCPSS School Calendar



https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/
https://www.hcpss.org/calendar/#print
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